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fiscal and economic policy, or even the financial transactions which
a friend yesterday considered to be sacrosanct. I do not take that
view. If there is a stock-taking between incoming and outgoing
partneis, their transactions are subject to audit and adjustment;
and the Congress will not be guilty of any dishonourable conduct
or crime in saying that the nation should understand what it is
to take over and what it should not take over. This audit, this
scrutiny, is asked for not merely in the interests of India, it is ask-
ed for in the interests of both. I am positive that the JBi itish people
do not want to saddle upon India a single buidcn which it should
not legitimately bear, and I am here to declare, on behalf of the
Gongiess, that the Congress will never think of repudiating a single
claim or a burden that it should justly discharge. If wo arc to live as
an honourable nation worthy of commanding credit fiom the whole
world, we will pay every farthing of legitimate debt with our blood.

I do not think that I should take you any further tluough the
clauses of this mandate and analyse for you the moan ing of these
clauses as Congressmen give them If it is God's will that I should
continue to take pait in these deliberations, as the deliberations
proceed, I shall be able to explain the implications o( these clau-
ses. As the deliberations proceed, I would have my say m con-
nection with the safeguards also. But I think I have said quite
enough in having, with some elaboration and with your generous
indulgence. Lord Chancellor, taken the time of thus meeting. I
had not intended really to take that time, but I IHt that C
could not possibly do justice to the cause that I have come to ex-
pound to you, the Committee, and to the British nation of which
we, the Indian Delegates, arc at present the guests, if I did not
give you out of the whole of my heart my cherished wish even
at this time. I would love to go away fiom the shores of the
British Isles with the conviction that there was to be an honourable
and equal partnership between Great Britain and India. I cannot
do anything more than say that it will be my fervent ptayor, during
all the days that I live m your midst, that this consummation may
be reached.

I thank you, Lord Chancellor, for the courtesy that yon have
extended to me in not stopping me, although I have taken close
upon forty-five minutes. I was not entitled to all that indul-
gence, and I thank you once more.
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